
Sidewalk Repairs
Better data and extra funding 
are helping us catch up on a 
backlog of repairs

Electrify Your Home
Make the switch from gas-
powered to cleaner, energy 
efficient all-electric appliances
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Help prevent street flooding 
and keep our waterways litter-
free with this new program
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Come celebrate the opening 
of the new Lakewood Branch 
Library on Aug. 29

2 3 6 7
SUMMER 2026

Our City. Our Future.

Page 4

Rolling Out
M.I.K.E.

Maria Arellano,  
Safe Routes to Schools  
Coordinator



2    Summer 2026

Hello Sunnyvale! The summer months bring great 
weather and plenty of exciting opportunities to get out 
and explore our wonderful city.

	 Our goal is to constantly improve the places and services that 
serve our city every day. In this issue of Horizon, we’re proud to 
announce the upcoming launch of our citywide rideshare shuttle 
called Beam. Read the cover for details. We’re also excited to 
be opening our first branch library on Aug. 29. The Lakewood 
Branch Library and Learning Center is located next to Lakewood 
Park and the Lakewood Elementary School. It is a partnership 
with the Sunnyvale School District and Fremont Union High 
School District. Our Library staff have a great day planned to 
celebrate this milestone and I hope you can join us. You can 
read more about it on page 7, including the public art installed 
there and elsewhere in the city.
	 To make such services possible, I am pleased to share that 
the City Council adopted the City’s Fiscal Year 2026/27 Budget 
and Resource Allocation Plan in June – a balanced plan 
that responds to their priorities, addresses growing service 
demands, and reflects the economic realities facing cities across 
California. Highlights include:

•	New Public Safety Resources: The budget adds four 
public safety officer positions that would create a specialized, 
proactive response team to address emerging crime trends  
and neighborhood quality-of-life issues.

•	Emergency Management: A dedicated civilian manager 
will be added to the emergency response program to provide 
stable, long-term oversight of critical disaster response services.

•	Community Maintenance: Funding is included to support 
street sweeping, managing abandoned shopping carts, and 
increased power washing in the downtown area. It adds staff 
positions to maintain new parks and open spaces and provides 
funding to continue to clear the sidewalk maintenance backlog, 
which you can read more about on page 2.

•	Housing and Homelessness: Allocating $43 million over  
20 years to fund services for the unhoused, which will be guided 
by the City’s Strategic Plan to Address Homelessness currently 
under development.

•	Sustainability: Continuing investments to implement the 
Climate Action Plan and $26.7 million in additional funding to 
operate Beam, the City’s new microtransit shuttle over 20 years.

•	Modern Infrastructure: Significant allocations for pavement 
rehabilitation and bicycle lane upgrades and maintaining a 
$20 million investment for future options to enhance library 
infrastructure and service delivery.

	 You can read the adopted budget at Sunnyvale.ca.gov, 
Search: City Budget. You can also watch the Budget Workshop 
recording from May 19. It’s an excellent overview and  
includes department-specific accomplishments, goals and 
budget details.
	 Thank you for your continued trust in your City government. 
We remain committed to delivering exceptional services and 
building a Sunnyvale that is safe, welcoming, sustainable, and 
ready for the future.

Sincerely,

Tim Kirby
citymgr@sunnyvale.ca.gov
408-730-7480

City Manager’s  
Message Tackling Sidewalk Repairs 

for Smoother Steps Ahead

Service & Program Spotlight

350
Total miles of sidewalks

300
annual sidewalk  
repair requests

$5.2M
allocated to  

clear the backlog

Maintaining safe and accessible 
sidewalks supports walkability and 
ensures all residents can move safely 
throughout the community. Improved 
sidewalk conditions enhance 
neighborhood appearance and 
overall quality of life. However, due 
to pandemic disruptions and rising 
construction costs, the City faced a 
substantial backlog of nearly 5,000 
sidewalk locations needing repair.
	 Following City Council's direction, 
we launched an aggressive 
maintenance initiative to tackle this 
challenge head-on – and the results 
are already showing.
	 In 2025, the City added horizontal 
shaving to its sidewalk maintenance 
program. Since then, the City has 
reduced its sidewalk repair backlog 
by about 35%. This method helps 
remove sidewalk trip hazards quickly 
and cost-effectively. And it lasts 
about eight years.
	 Behind the physical repairs is a 
completely modernized tracking 

system. We have upgraded our 
approach to inspecting, rating, and 
prioritizing sidewalk issues, moving 
from manual tracking to a highly 
efficient GIS-driven database.  
Now we can see in real time which 
repairs are complete and which to 
address next.
	 Our goal is to clear the backlog 
and be able to repair any new 
sidewalk defect within one year. To 
keep the momentum going, we have 
a major project planned this fiscal 
year to repair 1,000 of the most 
severe sidewalk issues. This will slash 
the original backlog by 57%.
	 We are allocating $5.2 million over 
the next six years to fund this next 
phase of the project. This approach 
will wipe out all severe hazards 
and put the City on track to clear 
the backlog in 13 years, ensuring 
Sunnyvale’s infrastructure remains 
safe and accessible for everyone.

Much of our sidewalk repair progress is 
thanks to horizontal concrete cutting. 
For smaller sidewalk lips under 2 inches, 
this method quickly and cost-effectively 
shaves down uneven edges. It’s also 
ADA-compliant. By the end of June, we 
repaired more than 1,600 locations using 
this method.

Our tracking system 
maps locations 
needing repair in real 
time. When targeting 
an area, crews fix both 
the reported issues 
and any others nearby 
to maximize efficiency 
and minimize 
disruption.

The Air District is introducing new 
clean air standards to cut pollution, 
improve regional air quality, and 
lower home energy bills.
	 These standards encourage 
residents to replace gas furnaces 
and water heaters at the end of their 
lifespans with highly efficient electric 
heat pumps.

What Are the Timelines?
The new rules apply only to the sale 
and installation of new equipment:
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Go Electric to Help Meet Our Targets

Climate Action Playbook

We are taking bold steps 
toward a sustainable 
future, and our local 

choices are at the heart of the 
game plan. Through the City's Live 
Electric campaign, residents can 
upgrade their homes, save on utility 
bills, and help us meet our ambitious 
environmental targets.
	 Every great team uses a playbook, 
and the Climate Action Playbook is 
our plan for tackling greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. Our community 
has set high targets to outpace state 
goals, including:

• �Cut emissions to 56% below 
1990 levels by 2030

• �Achieve carbon neutrality  
by 2045

	 Data from our Climate Action 
Playbook reveals that powering 
Sunnyvale’s buildings makes up 41% 
of our citywide GHG emissions. In a 
typical single-family home, most of 
those fossil fuel emissions come from 
just two appliances:
•	� Space Heating (Gas Furnaces):  

45% of home emissions
•	 �Water Heating (Gas Water 

Heaters): 41% of home emissions

	 To lower these numbers, 
we're focusing on building 
decarbonization. This moves away 
from natural gas to modern, highly 
efficient electric heat pump heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning 
(HVAC) systems and water heaters.
	 This citywide push aligns with rules 
adopted by the Bay Area Air District 
(Air District) to phase out appliances 
that emit harmful nitrogen oxides.
	 These standards only apply to 
new equipment purchases. Working 
appliances do not need to be 
replaced. They also do not affect 

gas stoves, fireplaces, or clothes 
dryers. However, planning your 
electric upgrades today ensures you 
aren't forced into an emergency gas 
replacement if your system breaks 
down unexpectedly.
	 By exploring your options today, 
you can ensure a smooth, affordable 
transition to a cleaner, healthier 
home tomorrow.

Learn more about climate action  
at SunnyvaleClimateAction.org
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Significant financial incentives 
are available right now to lower 
the upfront cost of upgrading 
your home. And there’s free help 
available too:

•	� Visit incentives.switchison.org  
to look up regional, state, and 
federal incentives.

•	� Learn about going electric  
and stacking multiple rebates.  
Visit Sunnyvale.ca.gov, Search: 
Electrify Your Home. 

•	� Silicon Valley Clean Energy (SVCE) 
offers many ways to go electric. 
And help customers stack and apply 
rebates, connect to contractors, 
and access pre-negotiated pricing. 
Use the Go Electric Advisor to  
talk to an expert about your home.  
Call 833-243-4235 or visit 
goelectric.svcleanenergy.org

What to Replace and When

Rebates and Resources

An SVCE customer 
meets with a contractor 
before installing electric 
appliances. Recent 
studies show that homes 
can go electric on 100 
amps without needing an 
electrical panel upgrade. 
SVCE support can help 
identify energy-efficient 
appliances and load 
management options.

�Jan. 1, 2027

No new gas 
water heaters 
can be sold  
or installed.

Jan. 1, 2029

No new gas 
furnaces  
can be sold  
or installed.

Visit knowthefacts.baaqmd.gov for more information.

Percent of our  
citywide GHG emissions 

made up by  
Sunnyvale’s buildings
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Pathways, Streets & Solutions
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Transportation & Mobility

East Channel Trail  
Design Options & Phasing Plans

Meet M.I.K.E. the e-Bike

City staff are studying a shared-use trail for walking and 
biking along the East Channel. The nearly 6-mile trail 
would start at the San Francisco Bay Trail in the north and 
go south to Homestead Road. We’re now developing 
conceptual design options and phasing plans for the trail. 
Your input will help us refine trail alignments, crossing 
concepts, and design ideas. Currently, we're asking how 
you would phase construction of the trail.

Give feedback online!

	 Zones: Review the proposed zones on the map.

	 Considerations: Learn about factors like  
cost, complexity and connections for each zone.  
These details are online.

	 Ranking: Tell us which three zones you would  
want us to build first. Let us know why you chose  
the way you did.

Deadline: August 30, 2026

Rank the phases, learn about events, and  
subscribe for project updates at Sunnyvale.ca.gov, 
Search: East Channel Trail.

As more people choose biking for short trips, questions 
about bike safety are becoming more common. To help, 
we’ve launched M.I.K.E. (Mobility Information Kiosk E-bike).
	 M.I.K.E. is an e-bike and trailer used by Jose Palma, 
Active Transportation Planner, and Maria Arellano, 
Safe Routes to Schools Coordinator. They will travel to 
community events and local schools to share bike safety 
tips and information about safe walking and biking routes.
	 M.I.K.E. was purchased with funding from the Santa Clara 
Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) Measure B Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Education & Encouragement Program.
	 You may see Jose and Maria at events, schools, or the 
Sunnyvale Farmers’ Market. They can answer questions 
about topics such as bike safety, helmets, bike routes, and 
locking your bike.
	 The goal of M.I.K.E. is to help more people feel safe 
and confident walking and biking in Sunnyvale while 
supporting cleaner transportation options.

M.I.K.E. helps 
us share more 
information 
about bicycling 
while showing 
our commitment 
to reducing our 
carbon footprint.

Neighborhoods dealing with 
speeding cars or cut-through traffic 
may qualify for the City’s updated 
Traffic Calming Program. The 
updates are a result of a multi-year 
study and community input. They’re 
intended to make the program more 
accessible, responsive, and effective 
for residents.

More Streets Are Now Eligible
The updated policy now includes 
residential collector streets. These 
are slightly busier streets that 
connect neighborhoods to main 
roads. This means more Sunnyvale 
residents can request a traffic 
calming study for their street.

A Simpler, Clearer Standard
We’ve streamlined the speed 
threshold we use to determine 
whether a street qualifies for traffic 
calming. A single, clear standard now 
makes it easier for residents and City 
staff to understand whether a street 
meets the criteria.

One of the most frequent 
complaints the City receives is 
about abandoned vehicles. These 
are vehicles that have been parked 
in the same spot on the street for 
more than 72 hours. Sunnyvale’s 
City Council recently adopted 
changes to the City’s 72-hour 
parking ordinance. The goal is 
to reduce confusion and address 
safety concerns.
	 To address the growing number 
of complaints, we conducted a 
Citywide Parking Study to determine 
how to update the ordinance. The 
study found the City’s existing 
72-hour parking ordinance was 
confusing. For example, it did 
not define how far a vehicle must 
move after 72 hours, or how soon 
it could return to the same space. 
Often, vehicles would move short 
distances. That made it hard to tell  
if this was a single parking session  
or a continuous one. 
	 Oversized vehicle parking 
complaints were part of the study 
too. RVs and other large vehicles 
also create numerous public health 
and safety concerns. Residents and 
business owners reported losing 
access to sidewalks. They're also 
concerned about poor visibility 
for drivers. And sanitation issues 
near long-term parked vehicles. 
We also found a few instances of 
“vanlording.“ Vanlords rent out 
often inoperable RVs as permanent 
living spaces on public streets. This 
practice often targets unhoused 

individuals. And it lacks oversight 
which raises important safety and 
health concerns for occupants.

Changes Made
In response, the City Council 
adopted these amendments:

•	� Vehicles are required to move a 
minimum of 1,000 feet after the 
72-hour parking limit

•	� Vehicles may not return to the 
same parking space for at least  
24 hours

•	� Vehicles cannot be rented or 
leased for human habitation on 
public streets

	 Our Vehicle Abatement Officers 
began enforcing the new rules 
this June. Vehicles found not in 
compliance will receive citations or 
be towed at the owner’s expense. 
These changes reflect the City’s 
continued efforts to have a safe, 
welcoming, and vibrant place for all. 
	 To learn more, including how  
to file a complaint, visit Sunnyvale.
ca.gov, Search: Abandoned Vehicles.

Our new customer service 
portal called MySunnyvale is up 
and running. It replaces Access 
Sunnyvale. The new system makes 
it easier for you to report issues and 
submit service requests. It also uses 
AI and a chatbot named “Sunny” to 

help answer questions and create 
service requests. And the new 
mobile app (iOS and Android) has 
improved GIS mapping functionality.
	 Visit Sunnyvale.ca.gov and use 
the MySunnyvale link at the top of 
any page to get more information.

Sunnyvale’s Active Transportation Plan  
guides how the City improves walking and 
biking across our community. This article is part 

of an ongoing series highlighting projects and the 
neighborhoods they serve.

A More Walkable, Bikeable Community
The Sunnyvale City Council adopted the Active Transportation Plan in 
2020. Its goal is to make our walking and biking network safer, more 
connected and usable for everyone. The East Channel Trail is part of 
the Plan and would be a significant addition to the trail network. It 
could connect to as many as eight Sunnyvale schools, four parks, the 
John W. Christian Greenbelt, and the Sunnyvale Community Center. 
Within a half mile of the trail are approximately 18,000 jobs, making it 
a valuable non-motorized commute route.

A Clearer, More Effective Traffic Calming Program

Updates to the 72-Hour Parking Law Have a Request? Tell Us with MySunnyvale

Neighborhood Support Changes
We also lowered the threshold for 
neighborhood support when it 
comes to installing physical traffic 
calming devices like speed humps 
or raised intersections. A simple 
majority is all that is required.

New Tools to Slow Traffic
The City’s traffic calming toolkit adds 
new options and key changes:

•	Permanent radar speed signs – 
Signs that display your speed as you 
drive past are now available as a 
first-step measure. This gives drivers 
a visible, real-time reminder to 
slow down. Pavement markings are 
another sign option.

•	Community outreach and 
education – The program now 
formally includes this as a tool, 

recognizing that awareness  
and engagement are part of 
reducing speeding. 

•	Locations for physical measures – 
We will only use horizontal traffic 
calming measures on residential 
collector streets. Examples include 
traffic circles, curb extensions, and 
chicanes. These help slow traffic 
while making sure emergency 
vehicles can still respond quickly.

Better Information,  
Greater Transparency
We’re also committed to making the 
program easier to navigate. A new 
webpage helps clarify the process. 
You can also check the status of 
traffic calming requests and find links 
to related City programs.
	 For more information, visit 
Sunnyvale.ca.gov, Search: Traffic 
Calming.
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Valley Water constructed the Sunnyvale 
East and West Channels in the 1960s and 
1970s. They direct storm drain overflow 
to San Francisco Bay during major storms. 
This protects Sunnyvale and Cupertino 
against flooding.

“Sunny” Chatbot

Number of abandoned vehicle 
complaints received in FY24/25

Number of service requests 
responded to in FY24/25

5,991 18,648

Sunnyvale.ca.gov/MySunnyvale

Orange Zone
Persian Dr. to Bay Trail
0.7 miles
Includes SR 237 Bridge

Green Zone
Central Expressway to Persian Dr.
2 miles
Includes Tasman Dr. Bridge

Yellow Zone
Evelyn Ave. to Central Expressway
0.4 miles
Includes Central Expressway 
Bridge & Caltrain Tunnel

Blue Zone
Crescent Ave. to Evelyn Ave.
Bridge & Caltrain Tunnel

Includes Bridge (1.3 miles) or 
Enhanced Street-Level Crossing 
(1.7 miles) at El Camino Real

Pink Zone
Homestead Rd. to Crescent Ave.
0.7 miles

Purple Zone
Ahwanee Ave. to John W. 
Christian Greenbelt

0.2 miles / US 101 Bridge

Legend

Proposed Bridge

Proposed Tunnel

Potential Alignment

Encourage  
responsible  
driving

Discourage 
non-residential 
traffic on local 
residential streets

Maintain 
emergency vehicle 
response times

Reduce the 
need for police 
enforcement post 
traffic calming

OBJECTIVES  
OF THE  

TRAFFIC CALMING 
POLICY
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A new hub for connection, 
creation, and curiosity is officially 
here. We are proud to announce 
the grand opening of the 
Lakewood Branch Library and 
Learning Center at 10 a.m. on  
Aug. 29 at 760 Lakechime Drive.
	 The new facility is a 20,000+ 
square foot, single-story, all-
electric building designed to serve 
children, seniors, families, and 
everyone in between.
	 There will be a Library of Things 
collection for all ages. Patrons can 

borrow robot dogs, board games, 
cookie cutters, and Nintendo 
Switch games. The Maker Lab will 
have a 3D printer, a laser cutter, 
sewing machines, a large-format 
printer, vinyl cutters, jewelry-making 
supplies, and arts-and-crafts 
supplies. There will also be four 
study rooms. One of which will be 
dedicated to teen use only.
	 The Center is the result of a 
partnership built with the City, the 
Sunnyvale School District, and the 
Fremont Union High School District. 

	 Live performances, a maker lab 
showcase, crafts, giveaways, and 
fun for the whole family will take 
place throughout the day. We 
hope to see you there!

Live  
Performances

Family-friendly Fun!

Maker Lab Showcase

Crafts

Giveaways

Did you know that Sunnyvale 
is home to more than 200 
public art pieces? Art is all 

around us, and there are plenty of 
ways for you to experience it today.
	 Whether you want to browse online 
or need a leisurely stroll outside, we 
make it easy to discover local art. 
You can take a self-guided route with 
six pre-made walking tours. You can 
design a custom tour of your favorite 
spots. Or you can browse online with 
our digital public art collection.
	 Keep an eye out for these 
upcoming additions:

•	Lakewood Branch Library and 
Learning Center: An interior mural 
of a child reading with a curious 
dragon looking on. Outside will be 
three large sculptures of inkwells with 
quills in them. And a mural of brass 
leaves embedded in the cement. 
Each bears a word representing 
nearly 30 languages. These will be 
installed this summer.

•	Corn Palace Park: Three artist-
designed benches and a tiled 
seating wall will be installed at 
Sunnyvale’s newest park this summer.

•	Civic Center: A rotating sculpture 
program along All America Way. 
Artists will loan us a sculpture that we 
will switch out each year.

•	Plaza del Sol: An art canopy of 
LED cubes. It will light up the night, 
and you can even change the lighting 
colors yourself using a QR code.

•	Community Center Grounds:  
An aluminum sculpture with origami-
style birds perched on slender, 
curving reeds that sway gently in  
the wind.

Our goal is for every resident to 
experience art in their daily lives 
that celebrates Sunnyvale’s rich 
history, diverse culture, and vibrant 
neighborhoods. You can help shape 
this vision:

Become a Public Art Juror

Help us choose the perfect locations 
and artists for future projects.

Join our interest list

Sign up to receive alerts when we 
post a “Call for Artists” and share 
your creative talents with us.

Participate in Events

Join in City events like Hands on 
the Arts, our annual children’s arts 
festival (Oct. 17).

To get started, visit Sunnyvale.
ca.gov, Search: Public Art.
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Talkin’ Trash

Adopt-a-Storm Drain Near You

California’s New Bag Rules:  
What You Need to Know

Take action to help keep your 
neighborhood safe and clean – 
adopt a storm drain today! By 
keeping it clear of trash and leaves, 
you’ll help prevent street flooding 
and pollution in our waterways.  
You can make a big difference with  
a few simple steps.

How to Adopt
•	� Decide on a name for your  

storm drain.
•	� Complete the online application. 

You must be a Sunnyvale resident 
and at least 18 years old.

•	� We’ll review your application. Then 
we’ll contact you with the location 
of your adopted storm drain.

What to Expect
•	� Make a one-year commitment.  

You may stop at any time.
•	� Spend about 15 minutes twice a 

month clearing leaves and trash.
•	� Borrow City cleaning tools and 

safety gear if needed.

To sign up, visit Sunnyvale.ca.gov, 
Search: Adopt a Storm Drain

Plastic bags continue to be a major 
source of pollution and waste.  
To address this, California’s SB 1053 
changes what bags stores can give 
you at checkout. As of Jan. 1, 2026, 
stores covered by the law can no 
longer offer film plastic carryout 
bags, even thicker plastic bags that 
were once marketed as reusable. 
This rule applies to many places 
you shop, including grocery stores, 
convenience stores, liquor stores, 
and stores with pharmacies.
	 What does this mean for you?  
Plan ahead before shopping.  
Bring your own reusable bags if you 
can. If you forget, you may be able 
to buy a recycled paper bag for at 
least 10 cents. You can also choose 
not to use a bag at all.
	 The law does not ban 
every plastic bag in 
stores. Some plastic 
bags are still allowed. 
These include 
produce bags, 
prescription bags, 

bags for unwrapped food, garment 
bags, and some protective bags 
used before checkout. The law also 
sets stronger rules for paper bags 
by requiring more recycled materials 
over time. Stores may also still sell 
woven reusable bags. Overall,  
SB 1053 is designed to reduce plastic 
waste and make reusable bags the 
easier everyday choice.

Grand Opening: Lakewood Branch Library

Discover Sunnyvale’s Public ArtElection 2026:  
Three Charter Amendments

SAVE THE DATE!  AUGUST 29, 2026

The City Charter functions as 
Sunnyvale’s constitution. It outlines 
how the City governs, makes 
decisions and conducts business. 
Any changes to the Charter must be 
approved by Sunnyvale voters.

	 In May, Sunnyvale’s City Council 
directed staff to prepare three 
proposed Charter amendments for 
the November 2026 ballot:

•	Public Works Contracting – This 
amendment would allow the City 
to use all project delivery methods 
permitted under state law. This 
includes design-build contracts. These 
methods can provide greater flexibility 
and efficiency when delivering public 
infrastructure projects.

•	City Manager Authority to Settle 
Claims – This amendment relates to 
the City Manager's ability to settle 
legal claims. The Council would set a 
maximum amount the City Manager 
could approve without having to 
get their separate approval. They 
would do this through an ordinance. 
The proposed approval authority 
of $250,000 aligns with the existing 
spending authority for contracts.

•	Council Vacancies – This 
amendment would revise how long 
an appointed councilmember serves 
when filling a vacancy. If approved, 
voters would elect a replacement 
during the next November general 
election in an even-numbered year. 

There was also a proposed 
amendment related to council and 
mayor compensation. However, 
the Council decided not to move 
forward with it at this time. Polling 
results showed mixed voter support 
for increasing compensation levels. 
And no version of the proposal 
received consistent majority support.

What Happens Next

The City will now work with the Registrar 
of Voters to place the measures on the 
November ballot. If voters approve 
them, the City will update the 
relevant sections of the Charter.

The City cleans all storm drains every 
year. We need your help to keep them 
free of debris. Do your part by removing 
leaves or trash on the street.

Pollution Prevention

Only rainwater (stormwater) is 
permitted down storm drains. Water 
from storm drains is not treated and 
flows directly to the San Francisco 
Bay. If you see anything being 
dumped or washed to the street  
or storm drain, report it.

•	� Report non-emergency illegal 
discharge or dumping into storm 
drains by calling 408-730-7260.

•	� Report any dumping of hazardous 
materials, like motor oil, gasoline 
or paint, into or near the storm 
drain by calling 911 immediately.

How the  
Process Worked

Approving potential 
Charter amendments for 
the November 2026 ballot 
spanned approximately  
two years. It involved  
five key milestones:

	 The City Council 
formed the Charter 
Review Committee (CRC) 
in December 2024. They 
reviewed the City Charter and 
identified potential updates.

	 The CRC and Council 
held a joint meeting in 
June 2025. They discussed 
the CRC’s list of twelve 
prioritized topics. The 
Council narrowed the list to 
five topics for the CRC to 
study further. This included 
conducting public meetings, 
community outreach and  
a survey.

	 The CRC and Council 
held another joint meeting in 
February 2026. The Council 
reviewed the CRC's final 
report and recommendation. 
And they approved 
conducting a professional 
poll of likely Sunnyvale 
voters. The poll evaluated 
voter understanding and 
support for four potential 
Charter amendments.

	 In May 2026, the 
Council reviewed the 
polling results. They then 
selected three potential 
Charter amendments for the 
November ballot.

	 In June 2026, the 
Council solidified the ballot 
language and adopted the 
necessary resolution to put 
the initiatives on the ballot.

For more information, visit Sunnyvale.ca.gov,  
Search: Charter Review Committee.
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Hunt for the 26 “Sun Flair” sculptures 
displayed across 13 Sunnyvale parks. 
Find as many as you can and turn in your 
completed Scavenger Hunt sheet to the 
Sunnyvale Community Center by Aug. 
31, to win a special Sun Flair prize!

On the Fair Oaks Neighborhood walking 
tour, you can see these three playful 
metal sculptures by James Moore near 
the Magical Bridge Playground.

Co-artist Jonathan Russell stands next to an oversized metal quill pen that will be 
installed outside of the new Lakewood Branch Library and Learning Center this summer.

A new art piece will be installed at Plaza 
del Sol by San Francisco artist Charles 
Gadeken. As shown in this rendering, it 
will feature a canopy of interactive LED 
cubes that light up at night.

Explore,
Play, and  

Get Involved

R
id

e 
A

rt
 S

tu
d

io

B
ox

 S
ho

p
, I

nc
.



*******ECRWSSEDDM*******
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

P.O. Box 3707
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3707

Download the Sunnyvale 
Activities app to: 

• View activity schedules

• Register for activities

• Scan activity passes

• �Get class and event 
notifications

Sunnyvale.ca.gov/Activities

Our City. Our Future.

SUMMER 2026

Sidewalk Repairs
Better data and extra 
funding are helping us 
catch up on a backlog 
of repairs

Electrify Your Home
Make the switch from 
gas-powered to cleaner, 
energy efficient all-
electric appliances

Adopt-a-Storm Drain
Help prevent street 
flooding and keep our 
waterways litter-free  
with this new program

Save the Date!
Come celebrate the 
opening of the new 
Lakewood Branch 
Library on Aug. 29

2 3 6 7

July 21

Actions related to residential 
design standards

Replacement groundwater 
extraction well

July 28

Artificial Turf vs. Living Ground-
cover Study (Study Session)

Title 16 [Buildings and 
Construction] amendments 
and corrections

Aug. 11

Inclusionary Housing 
Requirements and Below 
Market Rate In-Lieu Fees 
(Study Session)

Aug. 11, cont. 

Equity Assessment Report

Aug. 25

Cleanwater Program Update 
(Study Session)

Update on Caltrain Budget 
(Presentation)

Sept. 15

Project Update by 
Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District (Presentation) 

Dates subject to change; not a 
complete list of hearing items
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City Council Meetings and Topics

Stay Connected

	  The City Council 
meets at least two 
Tuesdays a month at  
7 p.m., City Hall,  
456 W. Olive Ave. 

	  Watch Council meetings 
on Comcast channel 15, 
AT&T Channel 99; replays 
Wed 7 p.m., Sat and Sun 
4 p.m. Watch meetings 
online at YouTube.com/
SunnyvaleMeetings

	  Subscribe for City  
email newsletters and 
notices: Sunnyvale.ca.gov/
Subscribe

Horizon
Summer 2026
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Make an Impact
See how your government 
works up close and help 
shape policy by applying to 
one of the City’s boards  
and commissions.

Board and commission 
members make 
recommendations to the  
City Council on policy- 
related issues covering a 
range of subjects.

The Council selects 
community members to  
serve based on demonstrated 
interest, special training  
or expertise.

To learn more and see  
current vacancies, visit 
Sunnyvale.ca.gov and search 
“Boards and Commissions”

Boards and Commissions

Arts Commission

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Commission

Board of Library Trustees

Heritage Preservation 
Commission

Housing and Human Services 
Commission

Parks and Recreation 
Commission

Personnel Board

Planning Commission

Sustainability Commission

➔ Watch for more information about Beam and the launch event this summer!

A new way to get around Sunnyvale  
is coming soon.
	 Beam is a low-cost, on-demand 
shuttle service. It’s designed to 
connect you – and others going your 
way – to schools, transit, community 
destinations, and more. Whether 
you're traveling to or from Caltrain, an 
after-school activity, the Senior Center, 
or another local stop, Beam will help 
make everyday trips easier.

	 The name Beam reflects connection, 
movement, and support – helping 
people get where they need to go. 
The service will operate daily with nine 
electric vehicles. Three of them will be 
wheelchair accessible. You'll be able  
to catch a ride using a mobile app or 
by calling.

Catch a Ride with Beam!
LAUNCH EVENT 
SAVE THE DATE

WHERE

Sunnyvale City Hall

DATE

Tuesday, Sept. 1




