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Section 1. Purpose

These Administrative Regulations establish procedures and requirements for implementation and
administration of the Residential Preferential Parking ("RPP") Program pursuant to Chapter 10.26 of
the Sunnyvale Municipal Code ("SMC").

The purpose of the RPP Program is to preserve residential parking availability and reduce parking
impacts caused by non-residential vehicles within designated residential preferential parking zones.

Section 2. Authority

These Administrative Regulations are adopted pursuant to SMC Section 10.26.050(d), which
authorizes the Director of Public Works to adopt administrative regulations consistent with the
purposes of Chapter 10.26.

Section 3. Applicability

These Administrative Regulations shall apply to all Residential Preferential Parking Zones established
by ordinance or resolution of the City Council pursuant to SMC Chapter 10.26.

Section 4. Definitions

Unless otherwise defined herein, all terms shall have the meanings set forth in SMC Chapter 10.26.

Section 5. Administration

The Department of Public Works ("Department") shall administer the Residential Preferential Parking
Program, which includes, but not limited to, the following:

• Establishing application procedures and forms.

• Processing parking permit applications.

• Issuing parking permits.
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• Maintaining application and permit records.

• Coordinating with parking enforcement staff.

• Administering these Administrative Regulations.

Section 6. Establishment of a Residential Preferential Parking Zone

The process for requesting the establishment of an RPP Zone is as follows:

1. Initial Request

A resident shall submit a request for consideration of an RPP Zone by contacting the
Transportation and Traffic Division in the Department of Public Works by email, telephone, in
person, or through the City's online customer service portal.

2. Application Form

Upon receipt of a request, staff shall provide an application form for completion by the
requesting resident.

3. Submission of Application

The requesting resident shall submit a completed application form and agree to serve as the
primary point of contact for the proposed RPP Zone request.

4. Eligibility Review

Upon receipt of a completed application form, staff shall review the proposed area to determine
whether the request satisfies the applicable requirements of Chapter 10.26 of the Sunnyvale
Municipal Code, including, but not limited to, whether:

a. The proposed area qualifies as a "residential street or alley" as defined in Chapter
10.26; and

b. The properties within the proposed area are located within an eligible residential
zoning designation as defined in Chapter 10.26.

If the proposed area does not satisfy the requirements of Chapter 10.26, staff shall notify the
applicant that the request is ineligible, and no further action shall be taken on the request.

5. Boundary Identification and Petition Process

If the proposed area satisfies the eligibility requirements of Chapter 10.26, staff shall identify
the appropriate boundaries for the proposed RPP Zone and provide a petition form listing the
parcels and associated addresses eligible to participate in the petition process. Boundaries
are determined based on potentially impacted areas.

6. Petition Threshold Requirement

The applicant shall obtain signatures from residents (property owners or tenants) representing
more than fifty percent (50%) of the parcels identified on the petition form before staff proceed
with further evaluation.
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7. Parking Study and Evaluation

Upon verification of the petition threshold, staff will collect and evaluate parking occupancy and
related data within the proposed area.

For purposes of evaluating parking demand, parking occupancy shall be defined as the ratio
of legally parked vehicles to the total number of available on-street parking spaces within the
study area.

Staff shall apply a minimum parking occupancy threshold of seventy-four percent (74%) to
determine whether the on-street parking supply adequately meets parking demand. The
seventy-four percent (74%) occupancy threshold is based on industry-standard parking
practices, consistent with the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) guidance for
residential permit parking, and may be used by staff in determining whether a shortage of
reasonably available and convenient residentially related parking spaces exists pursuant to
Chapter 10.26 of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code.

8. Recommendation to City Council

Based on the data collected and the findings required under Sunnyvale Municipal Code
Chapter 10.26, staff will prepare a report and recommendation to the City Council regarding
the establishment of the proposed RPP Zone. Such zone can be established with approval by
City Council, either through an ordinance or resolution.

9. Implementation of the RPP Zone

Following City Council approval to establish a RPP Zone by ordinance or resolution, staff shall
coordinate implementation of the RPP Zone, including the production and installation of
signage.

Implementation of the RPP Zone is anticipated to occur approximately forty-five (45) days
following City Council approval, depending on sign production, scheduling, and installation
timelines.

The RPP Zone shall become effective upon installation of the required signage.

10. Implementation of the RPP Zone

Following implementation of a new RPP Zone, staff may establish an initial education and
warning period prior to full enforcement. During this period, warning notices may be issued in
lieu of parking citations to provide residents and guests an opportunity to become familiar with
the parking restrictions and permit requirements.

The duration of the initial education and warning period shall be determined jointly by the
Departments of Public Works and Public Safety.

Section 7. Parking Permit Types

The Department shall issue the following permits pursuant to the administration of the Residential
Preferential Parking Program:
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1. Residential Parking Permit

This type of permit can be purchased annually by eligible residents within an established RPP
Zone.

2. Temporary Guest Permit

This type of permit can be obtained by eligible residents for temporary guest parking. See
Section 13 for details about use of guest permits.

The Department may issue other types of permits pursuant to approval by the Director of Public Works.

Section 8. Eligibility Requirements

To qualify for a Residential Parking Permit, an applicant shall:

1. Reside at an eligible parcel located within an established RPP Zone;

2. Provide proof of residency acceptable to the Department;

3. Provide proof that the vehicle is registered to the applicant's address or otherwise
demonstrates regular use of the vehicle at the residence;

4. Possess a valid vehicle registration; and

5. Provide appropriate payment for fee as included in the City Master Fee Schedule.

Permits shall only be issued for parcels identified within the applicable City Council ordinance or
resolution establishing the RPP Zone.

Section 9. Number of Parking Permits

For RPP zones established prior to May 21, 2026, each address is allowed up to three (3) Residential
Parking Permits.

For RPP zones established on or after May 21, 2026, the number of Residential Parking Permits
allowed is based on each parcel (not each household) and is established by the ordinance or resolution
that creates each specific RPP Zone. In cases where the ordinance or resolution does not specify a
limit, up to four (4) permits per parcel are allowed by default. See Appendix A for Zone Specific
Regulations.

Issuance of a permit does not guarantee or reserve an on-street parking space.

Section 10. Required Documentation

Applicants for permits shall provide documentation acceptable to the Department, which may include:

• Government-issued photo identification.

• Current vehicle registration.

• Utility bill, lease agreement, or other proof of residency.

• Additional documentation deemed necessary by the Department.
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The Department may accept electronic copies of required documentation.

Section 11. Parking Permit Application Procedures

Applications for permits may be submitted by mail to or in person at:

City of Sunnyvale City Hall
456 W. Olive Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
Department of Public Works - 2° Floor

The Department shall review all applications for completeness and eligibility prior to permit issuance.

The Department may deny incomplete applications or applications that fail to satisfy eligibility
requirements. See Section 17 for Appeals information.

Section 12. Parking Permit Duration and Renewal

Residential Parking Permits shall remain valid through December 31 of the calendar year in which
the permit is issued, but shall be terminated earlier if:

• The permit holder no longer resides at an eligible parcel;

• The permit is revoked;

• The applicable RPP Zone is modified or discontinued; or

• The permit otherwise expires pursuant to these Administrative Regulations.

Permits issued in the middle of a calendar year may be issued for the remainder of that calendar year
only. Permits are valid for the calendar year only, regardless of date of issuance.

Renewal applications shall be accepted no earlier than December 10 of the preceding calendar year.
Renewal applications may require updated residency and vehicle documentation.

Section 13. Temporary Guest Permits

Temporary Guest Permits may be issued upon demonstration of need.

Temporary Guest Permits:

• Shall be valid only for the approved date(s) and time(s);

• Shall not exceed twenty-four (24) hours unless otherwise authorized by the
Department; and

• Shall not be used for commuter parking purposes.

Section 14. Parking Permit Display Requirements

Permits shall be displayed in the manner prescribed by the Department on the vehicle specified in the
application and issuance.

Failure to properly display a valid permit may result in citation or enforcement action by the City.
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Section 15. Lost, Stolen, or Damaged Permits

Replacement permits may be issued upon submission of a replacement request and payment of any
applicable fee established by the City.

The Department may invalidate lost or stolen permits.

Section 16. Parking Permit Misuse and Revocation

The Department may revoke, suspend, or deny permits for:

• False statements or fraudulent documentation;

• Transfer or misuse of permits;

• Use inconsistent with Chapter 10.26 of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code;

• Violation of these Administrative Regulations; or

• Repeated parking violations associated with the permit holder.

Revocation or suspension of a permit may result in temporary or permanent disqualification from
participation in the RPP Program.

Section 17. Appeals

A parking permit applicant or parking permit holder may appeal a permit denial, suspension, or
revocation decision to the Director of Public Works or des ignee within ten (10) calendar days of the
decision.

The decision of the Director or designee shall be final.

Section 18. Parking Permit Fees

The annual Residential Parking Permit fee is listed in the City's adopted Master Fee Schedule. Permit
fees are reviewed and adjusted annually to ensure cost recovery. Fees cover administrative costs and
therefore cannot be prorated.

There is no fee to obtain a Temporary Guest Permit.

Section 19. Enforcement

Parking restrictions established pursuant to Chapter 10.26 of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code and
applicable City Council resolutions may be enforced by Department of Public Safety.

Vehicles parked in violation of applicable restrictions may be cited pursuant to the Sunnyvale Municipal
Code and California Vehicle Code.

Section 20. Administrative Authority
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The Director of Public Works or designee may:

• Approve any changes to these Administrative Regulations;

• Establish and revise application forms and procedures pursuant to these
Administrative Regulations; and

• Take any actions necessary to administer the RPP Program consistent with Chapter
10.26 of the Sunnyvale Municipal Code.

Section 21. Effective Date

These Administrative Regulations shall become effective upon approval by the Director of Public
Works.

APPROVED BY:

Director, Department of Public Works' Signature: -+ê~-~..,....~~---------

Date:_6__._(--+-i ¡_w_Vk _
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APPENDIX A: Zone Specific Regulations
Updated: June 8, 2026

Residential Preferential Parking Zone A

For RPP Zone A established pursuant to Resolution No. 1352-26.

1. No more than four (4) Residential Parking Permits shall be issued per Assessor's Parcel
Number ("APN") identified in the resolution.

2. Only dwelling units with an address located within an eligible APN identified in Resolution
No. 1352-26 shall be eligible to receive Residential Parking Permits.

3. Where multiple dwelling unit addresses exist within a single eligible APN, permits shall be
allocated as follows:

--~
- -:
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1 Four (4) permits per address

2 Two (2) permits per address

One (1) permit per address, with the fourth permit
3 issued to an eligible address at the discretion of the

property owner or manager

4 One (1) permit per address
Four (4) permits may be allocated among eligible

5 or more addresses at the discretion of the property owner or
manager

In cases where the distribution of permits is at the discretion of the property owner or property
manager, a written authorization letter from the property owner or property manager shall be
required. The letter must specify the address(es) eligible to receive Residential Parking Permits
and the number of permits authorized for each eligible address.


