
CITY OF SUNNYVALE
CENTRAL ARQUES SPECIFIC PLAN UPDATE

Community Workshop
August 14, 2024



Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Presentation

 Specific Plan Overview 
and Goals

 Plan Area Concepts
 Environmental Scoping

3. Comments for the 
Environmental Scope

4. Small Group Discussion
5. Closing

*Note: This workshop is being recorded



Team Introduction
 CITY OF SUNNYVALE TEAM

 George Schroeder, Principal Planner
 Cindy Hom, Associate Planner
 Christine Velasquez, 

Economic Development Manager

 ASCENT TEAM (SPECIFIC PLAN CONSULTANT)

 Christine Babla, Project Director
 Anh Thai, Specific Plan Project 

Manager
 Marianne Lowenthal, 

Environmental Project Manager
 Paul Kronser, Workshop Facilitator
 Angela Khermouch, Urban Designer



 Introduce the Central Arques Specific Plan 
Update project

 Answer questions about the Specific Plan 

 Discuss priorities and opportunities for the 
Specific Plan

 Scope items for environmental review

 Update on next steps

Purpose of Today’s Workshop



 Near east side of Sunnyvale 
and bordering the City of Santa 
Clara

 Located between Highway 101 
and the Lawrence Caltrain 
Station

Specific Plan Location

Specific 
Plan Area



 80-acre Plan Area 

 Office and technology park, 
bounded by E. Arques Ave, 
Commerical St, Central Expy, 
and Santa Trinita Ave

 Primarily focused on the 
Applied Materials (AMAT) 
campus

 South of new residential in the 
East Sunnyvale Area 

Specific Plan Location

Central Arques Neighborhood Context



 Arques Campus Specific Plan, 
adopted in 1999

 General Plan Amendment 
Initiation approved in 2021

 New Specific Plan to address the 
impacts of additional campus 
development within an 
expanded Plan Area

 Phase 1 Applied Materials 
project approved in 2024 under 
remaining square footage in the 
Arques Campus Specific Plan

Project Background

Applied Materials Existing Arques Campus Area



 New 3-story, 592k sf R&D Building 
east of the existing campus 
buildings 

 New 7-level parking garage and 
surface lot on Commercial St.

 Expansion of the existing electrical 
substation to the west

 Adjoining campus landscape 
improvements

Applied Materials Arques Campus – Approved Phase 1 Project 

Applied Materials Campus Phase 1 Improvements
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 Express vision and goals

 Address the impacts of future 
development

 Establish regulations for 
development 

 Identify key improvements

Purpose of the Central Arques Specific Plan

Central Arques Specific Plan Area



 Support an innovative workplace 
campus 

 Enhance placemaking within the 
Plan Area

 Facilitate mobility and streetscape 
improvements

 Develop a community benefits 
program to address the effects of 
more intense development

Plan Goals and Objectives

Support an innovative workplace campus providing local community benefits



Project Timeline

Community
Workshop & 
Scoping Meeting;  
Release of NOP

Planning 
Commission & 
City Council 
Update

Traffic & 
Infrastructure 
Studies

Admin. Draft 
Specific Plan 
and EIR

August 2024 Fall 2024 Late 2024 Spring 2025

Public Draft 
Specific Plan 
and EIR

Summer 2025

Opportunities for Public Input



MASTER PLAN CONCEPTS



What is proposed by AMAT Campus Master Plan?

Global hub for innovation in advanced chip 
technology

Campus Program

 More than doubles the campus size

 Features a new R&D center in Phase 1
(Approved in 2024) 

 Plans for 5-story Offices fronting 
E. Arques Ave

 Includes a new Commons Building to 
serve as the front door to the campus

Applied Materials District Plan (Draft December 2023) 
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 Campus design that features:

 Frontage improvements and 
entry plazas 

 Campus Quad

 Esplanade

 Campus Park

 On-site bioretention areas

Applied Materials Campus Landscape Design (Draft December 2023) 
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SPECIFIC PLAN



Existing Zoning
 M-S (Industrial and Service) 

zoning which allows industrial, 
office, R&D uses. Residential is 
prohibited.

 Max. Floor Area Ratio (FAR): 
35%
 Arques Specific Plan allows 

72% FAR
 Max. Building Height: 75 feet 

Existing Zoning Context

Arques Campus 
Specific Plan 
Area

Legend



Proposed Specific Plan Zoning
 Expanded Boundary
 Max. Floor Area Ratio (FAR):

100% 
 Max. Building Height:100 feet 
 Community Benefits Program
 No significant changes to 

permitted land uses

Proposed Zoning Context

Central Arques 
Specific Plan 
Area

Legend



Specific Plan Concepts

Concept 1: Development with Multiple Property Owners Concept 2: Integrated Campus Development Under One Owner

Sites Not Owned by Applied Materials 

3 STORIES

5 STORY

PARKING
3-4 

STORIES

4 STORIES

SHARED
PARKING GARAGE



Proposed Specific Plan Program Summary

Total Specific Plan Area:
3,491,700 gross square feet

Existing Development to Remain:
948,552 square feet 

To Be Demolished:
698,802 square feet

Net New Growth:
1,844,346 square feet

Central Arques Specific Plan Concept
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Potential Bike and Pedestrian Improvements

Improve 
intersection crossing

Study potential for  
midblock crossing to 
help slow traffic on 
Arques Ave

Improve 
intersection crossing

Bike Lane Improvements

Future Planned County project 
to provide grade separated 
bicycle improvements along 
Lawrence Expressway to the 
Caltrain Station

Alternatively, 
consider the 
feasibility of a 
bike-ped bridge 
across Central 
Expwy

Add sidewalks at 
E. California Ave



Potential E. Arques Ave Mobility Improvements
Study the potential to slow 
traffic on E. Arques Ave. 
adjacent to AMAT’s 
campus and upgrade bike 
lanes between Wolfe Rd. 
and Lawrence Expwy.



Potential Public Transit Improvements

Transit stop 
improvements

Transit stop 
improvements

Potential for Bus Boarding Islands

Transit stop 
improvements



Plus AMAT Campus Bike, Pedestrian + Transit Improvements

Main campus 
entries

Campus 
employee shuttle

Esplanade: bike 
and pedestrian 
spine connecting 
campus buildings 

Open space that 
connects across the 
campus



1. Streetscape and public frontage 
improvements 

2. Maximize protection of existing 
on-site trees and add to the urban 
tree canopy

3. Plazas and public art opportunities

Other Potential Public Realm Improvements

Provide plaza and 
public art opportunities

Expand campus 
open space

Protect & enhance the 
landscape buffer on 
Central Expwy

Maximize protection of 
existing on-site trees 
and add to the urban 
tree canopy

Public Realm Improvements

Streetscape and 
public frontage 
improvements 

Expand campus 
open space



Potential Community Benefits

Space for limited local retail 
and restaurants Wide sidewalks and plazas

Publicly accessible open space & activity

Sustainable site & landscape features

Neighborhood bike & car shares



ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING



 Purpose of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):

 Evaluate project’s environmental effects

 Reduce significant effects, where feasible

 Public involvement and disclosure

 Informed decision making

 Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is prepared when there is a potential for significant 
impacts

 Significant impacts are a substantial and adverse change in the physical environment

 EIR to be prepared for the Central Arques Specific Plan

CEQA Process: What is CEQA?



 Scoping to gather public and agency input on the scope of the EIR

 Notice of Preparation of an EIR

 Public Scoping Meeting

 Draft EIR prepared

 Public review of Draft EIR to disclose impacts and allow for comments

 Notice of Availability of Draft EIR

 Draft EIR Public Hearing

 Final EIR, including responses to comments

 EIR certification

 Project consideration

CEQA Process: EIR Process Overview



 Air Quality

 Biological Resources

 Cultural and Tribal Cultural 
Resources

 Energy

 Geology and Soils

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions and 
Climate Change

 Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials

 Hydrology and Water Quality

 Land Use and Planning

 Noise

 Population and Housing

 Public Services

 Public Utilities

 Transportation

 Cumulative Impacts

Scope of EIR: Environmental Issues to be Evaluated



Via Postal Service:
Cindy Hom, Associate Planner
City of Sunnyvale
Community Development Department
456 W. Olive Avenue
Sunnyvale, California 94086

Via Email:
chom@sunnyvale.ca.gov

Link to NOP:
https://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov/business-and-development/planning-and-building/ceqa-environmental-notices 

Comments provided via email should include “Central Arques Specific Plan NOP Scoping 
Comment” in the subject line and the name and physical address of the commenter in the 
body of the email.

Please Provide Comments on the Scope of the EIR

Public Scoping Period: July 29 to August 29

mailto:chom@sunnyvale.ca.gov
https://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov/business-and-development/planning-and-building/ceqa-environmental-notices


SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION



 “Mute” when not speaking.

 Raise hand virtually if you have a question. “Raise Hand” 
may be under reactions or participants window.

 Use the Chat to share written questions or comments.

 Turn on Video during Breakout Room discussion segment.

Breakout Room Facilitation



Breakout Room Discussions 

1. Clarifying Questions from the Presentation? Are there any questions on 
the presentation?

2. Area Needs and Priorities: What improvements would you like to see in 
the Specific Plan Area? What uses or activities are desirable?

3. Connectivity: How can the streets and area connections be improved? 
Would you add anything to the proposed mobility concepts?

4. Community Benefits: What community benefits would you like to see?  
What public improvements or amenities would benefit the neighborhood?



Report Back



CLOSING



Next Steps
Materials will be available on the project website:
qrco.de/central_arques_specific_plan

Community
Workshop & 
Scoping Meeting;  
Release of NOP

Planning 
Commission & 
City Council 
Update, TBD

Traffic & 
Infrastructure 
Studies

Admin. Draft 
Specific Plan and 
EIR

August 2024 Fall 2024 Late 2024 Spring 2025

Public Draft 
Specific Plan and 
EIR

Summer 2025

Project Schedule

Opportunities for Public Input

https://qrco.de/central_arques_specific_plan


 Visit the City’s website for project 
updates: 
qrco.de/central_arques_specific_plan

 Question or Comments?
Contact: 
Cindy Hom
chom@sunnyvale.ca.gov
408-730-7411

Thank You!

https://qrco.de/central_arques_specific_plan
mailto:chom@sunnyvale.ca.gov
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