
 

Sun Flair is a temporary sculpture program offered by the City of 
Sunnyvale’s Public Art Program. It was developed to connect local 
arƟsts and their artwork with the residents of Sunnyvale and to 
encourage residents to explore neighborhood parks. It also creates a 
new Sunnyvale icon that is disƟncƟve to the community.  
 

26 local arƟsts, including nine Sunnyvale residents, were selected to 
transform a plain, oversized sun sculpture for installaƟon in a Sunnyvale 
park. The sculptures will be on display for up to 24 months. The imagery 
represents each arƟst’s unique interpretaƟon of Sunnyvale values, 
history and community benefits. 
 

Learn more about the arƟsts and their designs below.   
 
*Note: The artwork is designed to be staƟonary. Spinning it will cause damage to 
the sculpture.   
 

Braly Park 

 
MOKA COLLECTIVE, BETTY ANN DAVIS 
Tribute to Grandfather Trees, Flora and Fauna of Sunnyvale, 2024 
Water-based Aerosol and Paint 
https://moka-collective.my.canva.site 

 
My design is a tribute to Grandfather trees and the flora and fauna of Sunnyvale. Grandfather 
trees are hundreds of years old and are key to the wellbeing and growth of plants and other 
trees in an area. Trees take the energy of the sun and share its "gold" with the earth and its 
inhabitants.  
 
Trees are wonderful shelters from sun or rain...they hold us and occasionally sing to us with 
their leaves. I painted a portrait of my best tree-friend, a lovely maple tree near my house here 
in Sunnyvale. The other side depicts a California poppy, bee, apricots, parakeets and 
constellations, all connections to Sunnyvale.  
  



 

Columbia Park 
 

LIZZY KRAMER 
Moon // Sun, 2024 
Aerosol and Acrylic Paint 

www.lizzykramer.myportfolio.com; @liztagram 
 

I love making characters, so for this project I decided to take on the dual characters of the sun 
and moon in a magical and whimsical fashion. The sun is sleeping, feeling safe with the moon's 
watchful eyes looking out. I have always seen both entities as a protective force and this piece 
was my way of communicating that.  
 

De Anza Park 

 SUODABA ADEL 
The Night Sky, 2024 
Acrylic and Specialty Paint 
@s.adel.art 

 
The design for this project is a play on the sculpture's sun shape, inspired by the night sky. The 
front of the sculpture features a celesƟal map with ruby red flowers and a white pearlescent 
bird moƟf, inspired by historical Persian art and outlined in anƟque gold that curves along the 
planes of the map. The back and sides of the sculpture are also the celesƟal map, but the 
deep blue night sky background is doƩed with crystals to represent stars.   

 
  THE LITTLE RED HEN PRODUCTION - GREGG ADAMS AND SHERRI SADLER-

ADAMS 
Sun Spots, 2024 
Acrylic Paint with Acrylic Discs 

www.theconvergingartgallery.com; @theconvergingartgallery; @adamsgre 
 

The sun is a life-giving body, supplying energy for growth, warmth and light.  Even before we 
understood the importance of the science about the sun, we felt its relevance to each of us as 
individual souls.  We created deities and afforded them supernatural powers.  We saw our 
existence reflected in its radiance.  
 
Sun Spots incorporates the energy and heat of the sun, while capturing and reflecting back the 
image and emotions of each observer. The surface of the fiberglass is painted with acrylic, 
starting with an off-center of bright white, gradually deepening to dark gold and red at the 
edges. On that surface, discs of 3mm acrylic mirror are attached with epoxy, in colors of gold, 



rose gold, yellow and orange, with hints of light blue, red and green. Disc sizes range from 0.5 
inch to 2 inches. The process took several weeks to plan, paint and apply the mirrors. 

 
SKYE BECKER-YAMAKAWA 
Once Upon a Time in Sunnyvale, 2024  
Acrylic 
www.skyesart.com; @skyesartshop 

 
My design draws inspiration from two of my favorite literary passages. The cat side is inspired 
by Edward Lear’s whimsical poem The Owl and the Pussycat. It imagines what might happen 
after the Pussycat marries the Owl. In my version, the Pussycat leads a troupe of enchanted 
mushrooms, forming her own tribe in the mythical land “where the Bong-tree grows.” 
Together, they spread joy and natural beauty wherever they roam.  
 
The opposite side of the sun takes inspiration from Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland. Here, I 
reimagine the Mock Turtle as a fantastical creature with a flower-covered shell, a golden 
unicorn horn, and wings of whimsy. This magical turtle soars through the sky with the help of 
fluttering butterflies and two golden balloons, embodying hopes and dreams. This piece 
celebrates the joy of storytelling, imagination, and the transformative power of nature and 
dreams. 

 

Encinal Park 
 
SOPHIA LEE 
Luminous Reverie, 2024 
Mural Paint 

www.SophiaLeeArt.com; @barkingowls 
 

This design reimagines Minerva, the Roman goddess of wisdom, as depicted on the California 
State Seal. She is a serene and thoughtful figure holding an owl, a timeless symbol of insight, 
while her spear rests peacefully by her side. Native California animals and flora, all painted in 
vivid, non-realistic colors to transcend identity and emphasize their universal connection to the 
natural world.  
 
The Sun rays radiate in rainbow-like hues, symbolizing the inclusive spirit of our state, where 
diversity and unity shine brightly. The vibrant palette and dynamic design invite viewers to 
explore the artwork like a storybook illustration, each detail adding a layer of meaning and 
wonder. I hope viewers see my design as a celebration of the Golden State’s rich cultural and 
natural history, while inspiring harmony, peace and belonging.  
 
 
 



 

Fairwood Park 
 

ZOE CARON 
Nature's Abundance, 2024 
Acrylic Mural Paint 
www.caronart.org; @zoecaron_art 

 
My Sun celebrates the beauty of our native birds and butterflies. It consists of two main themes 
connected to the region: 1. NaƟve flora and fauna and, 2. the glow of life and energy given by 
the sun. One side will show the life cycles of the Monarch BuƩerfly and its dependence on the 
naƟve Milkweed flower and the other a naƟve Quail surrounded by a fiery yellow and orange 
abstract paƩern.  

 
SARABJIT SINGH 
Happy Face, 2024 
Acrylic Paint 

 www.artofsarabjitsingh.com; @artofsarabjitsingh 
 
The front of the sun is a happy face with flowers on the cheeks which is a nod to the super 
bloom we have been seeing the last several years here in the Bay Area. The forehead has the 
design to represent hair but also the names of the sun in different languages. The rays of the 
sun are of different colors that represent the various cultures seen in Sunnyvale with 
technology symbols to represent Sunnyvale’s tech industry. I used Gesso and multiple layers of 
acrylic paint, and it took me approximately 10 days to finish. 
  

Las Palmas Park 
 
DEEPTI NANAWATI – ARTCIRCLE STUDIO 
Eternal Perspectives on Nature, Prayer and Peace, 2024 
Primer, Gesso and Acrylic Paint 
www1.artcircle.studio; @artcircle.studio; www.facebook.com/deepti.nanawati.3 

 
This design was created with the help of over 40 students from ArtCircle Studio. The design was 
inspired by the metamorphic (opƟcal illusion) stylings of renowned arƟsts MC Escher, Oleg 
Shupliak and Octavio Ocampo. The young studio arƟsts created smaller, hidden images into an 
exisƟng painƟng of NanawaƟ’s Ɵtled “Welcome 2021: Balance.” 
 
The front side represents Day time and includes imagery from meditative activities and nature. 
The design includes flowers, trees, birds, waves, yoga poses and the ephemeral face of mother 
nature. Hidden imagery includes swans that outline a silhouetted face, a rising Sun, horses that 
double as hills and a rising sun image that morphs into a face.  



 
The back represents the quietude and coolness of night, which follows the activities of the day. 
This perpetual cycle of growth is represented through a Golden Spiral Shell that expands into 
the waves, the sky and lastly, the galaxy. The shell is also adorned with hidden images of birds, 
a lion, the beach, dolphins, waves, coral, dragons, children flying kites and a deer that houses 
other smaller animals in its antlers.  
 
Viewers can find a “Treasure Hunt” of hidden illusions, printable coloring pages and a complete 
list of the contributing artist names on their website.     

 
JEMAL DIAMOND 
Silicon Valley of Heart’s Delight, 2024 
Exterior Acrylic Paint 
www.thejemalshow.com; @thejemalshow; www.facebook.com/thejemalshow 
 

This design presents two abstracted colorful cubist faces indicating a range of emotions, 
thoughts and connections. On one side, the face or faces are surrounded by red, angular, 
squared shapes representing human-made symbols of creativity and invention. The other side, 
in contrast, the faces are sounded by green, curvy, organic shapes of nature and the earth. Both 
sides represent the balance in technology and nature important to our thriving city.  
 
During the painting process I enjoyed laying the piece on its face, while rotating it to paint on 
each sunray. It took me about 6 weekends to paint, and I recorded time-lapse videos with great 
contemporary music to share on my media channels and my followers loved them. They had 
lots of questions about the process and where to find the other 25 sun sculptures. It was an 
immense joy to paint and to see the other artists’ designs! 

 
LINDA NYSTROM 
Breakdancing in the Park, 2024 
Acrylic Paint  

  www.lingbai.art; @lingbai_art 
 

I was inspired by the Paris 2024 Olympics during which breakdancing was the only new 
competitive sport. With the vast number of dog parks in Sunnyvale, and the migrating Canada 
Geese that settle in the parks, it became clear to me to include them in my design.  
 
The sun sculpture is a Sunflower, with imagery of dogs and geese rushing to see the Olympic 
trials. A team of geese are trying out for the 'breaking' category while an audience of dogs and 
geese look on. The dogs include my former golden retriever and dogs of my sister and friends. 
My son-in-law and grandson advised me how to shape the wings of the geese during their 
dancing. Contrary to my original design where the geese had their wingtips turning upward like 
a flamingo dancer, they advised me to curve the wingtips down and inwards more like a 
breakdancer. I also gave them special caps that were strong enough to protect their heads 
during head spins. 



 
SANIYA SAYYAD 
Sunnyvale Blossoms, 2024 
Acrylic Paint  
www.saniyasartstudio.com; @saniyas.art.studio 

 
My design is a tribute to my roots in India, using the ancient art form of impasto (paint 
layering), while honoring the warmth and opportunity Sunnyvale gave us. From the moment we 
arrived, this city welcomed us with open arms, making it feel like a true home away from home. 
One of the first things I noticed here were the beautiful lemon and orange trees outside almost 
every house—they felt so vibrant and full of life, just like the community itself. That’s what 
Sunnyvale is to me: lush, welcoming, and full of beauty.  
 
I poured my heart into this project, and I hope it resonates with everyone who sees it. Thank 
you, Sunnyvale, for inspiring me in ways I’ll never forget! 
 

Muwekma Park 
 

 KRISTEN CHASE 
Dawn to Dusk, 2024 
Acrylic Paint and Paint Pens 

   www.kristenchaseart.com; @kristenartndesign 
 

This sculpture is a celebration of the parks and all the fun ways people use them. It depicts the 
diversity of our community, and the spectrum of color provided by the light of the sun. The 
front side shows the dawn sky while the back side represents the dusk sky through a graduation 
of darker colors in the center to lighter colors towards the outer edges. The Sun’s rays use 
rainbow stripes along the edges to join the two-color palettes together.  
 
The sun was painted in my studio in Alamo over the course of a month, with approximately 18 
hours of painting.  

 
SUSAN BUTLER-GRAHAM 
Our Home, 2024 
Acrylic Paint  
www.susanbgart.com; @susanbgart 

 
The images on my Sun were created using watercolors in my backyard garden and painting 
birds from photos I’ve taken. I then used acrylic paint to apply the images to the sun sculpture.  
 
While painting outside, surrounded by the sights and sounds of nature and focused on the 
image in front of me, I can let go of my worries. We have planted a variety of native plants as 
well as fruit trees and roses, and we leave the leaves on the ground, so the birds are very 



happy. Anna’s hummingbirds visit our flowers all year round, and chestnut-backed chickadees 
nest in our bird box, so we get to watch the parents frantically gathering bugs and grubs for 
their chicks. I hope these birds and flowers brighten your day!  
 

Orchard Gardens 
 
DEIRDRE WEINBERG 
Medieval Memories, 2024 
Mural Paint 

 www.deirdre1.com; @herrr_again; www.facebook.com/dierdre.weinberg  
 
This sun depicts medieval scenes rendered in a style common for the time’s manuscripts and 
paintings and popularly used in modern tarot cards. The first side depicts a sundial with a 
medieval sun face, the sundial Ɵme in Roman leƩers, and the phases of the moon. The second 
side depicts a medieval princess with a fanciful moose-like animal with human-like features. 
The princess is holding a sundial to bring light to the darkness on the equinox (and she's right 
once a year!).   

 

Ortega Park 
 
ALEXANDRA MUDDLE 
California Native Wildflowers and Pollinators, 2024 
Acrylic Paint 

 www.aggartstudio.com; @aggartstudio 
 
For decades, I have felt a love and connection to the sun and how the sun generally makes 
people feel happy and cheerful. The sun is also essential to the survival of plants and wildlife, 
including the native wildflowers and pollinators represented in this sculpture. I wanted my 
design to feel connected to the sun and to reflect my personal love of nature and painting with 
bright, cheerful colors.  
 
Participating in the Suns of Sunnyvale art exhibit is extra meaningful to me because of an 
experience I had when I was a ten-year-old girl. In 1999, the exhibit Cows on Parade debuted in 
Chicago, Illinois, not far from where I grew up. My grandma took me and my cousin to find as 
many of the painted cows on display as possible. I had the BEST day that day, and it didn’t cost 
us more than a train ticket. Once a young girl in awe of all the different cow sculptures, now I 
get to be the artist in a similar exhibit…a full circle moment for me. I dedicate my sculpture to 
my grandmother: Dorothy Guderian, who I thank for gifting me this core memory as a child. I 
hope people who view this sculpture feel as much joy looking at this piece as I had creating it 
for others to see. 



 
CHRISTINE ONG-DIJCKS 
Growing Innovation, 2024 
Acrylic Paint  

 www.christineong.com; @c_ongdijcks_art; www.facebook.com/c.ongdijcks 
 

Inspired by Sunnyvale’s brand essence of “Bold, Sustainable Innovation,” I chose to turn my sun 
into a sunflower. The sun and sunflower motif combine to show the power of the sun needed 
to grow things of beauty.  
 
For the two sides of the sunflower, I created a timeline, starting with kids enjoying the freedom 
to play and explore, while highlighting the impact and power of public spaces for kids to explore 
in. These kids are discovering a life-long passion for ideas and innovation.  
 
The other side of the sunflower shows the same kids grown up and using creativity to solve 
important problems, developing sustainable ways to live, traveling and fighting disease. The 
two sides are connected by the magnifying glass on the kids’ side and the petri dish on the adult 
side, giving the two sides a visual connection. I hope my sunflower design conveys how the 
power of park and investing in children’s creativity creates future opportunities for a Bold, 
Sustainable and Innovative future for us all!  

 
 RACHEL TIROSH 
Sun of Many Lights, 2024 
Acrylic Paint, Epoxy Sculpt, Imitation Gold and Silver Leaf Paper 
www.RachelTirosh.com; @rachelt408 

 
This Sun celebrates the harmonious interplay of light and darkness. It illustrates how light 
alleviates uncertainty, offering clarity and warmth, while darkness becomes a canvas for hope 
and transformation. The design features candle flames radiating from a spiral center, 
symbolizing the journey of life. This spiral, crafted from epoxy sculpt, also embodies the 
interconnectedness of all beings, suggesting that each person’s light contributes to a greater, 
ever-expanding whole. 
 

Panama Park 
 
JOHN JOSEPH CONTRERAS ROMERO 
Under One Sun, pt.26 for Sunnyvale, 2024 
House Paint and Rebar 

 www.johnjcontreras.com; @john_contreras_art 
 
I have been creating cacti out of rebar for the past 7 years, calling the series Under One Sun. 
This is the 26th iteration of the series. 
 



I created these sculptures to help us reflect on how we view one another under the sun. 
Regardless of the many unique backgrounds, we should treat each other respectfully and be 
reminded we are all human - living and prospering under one sun. The resiliency of the prickly 
pear cactus further illustrates this ideal. 
 
The design of the sun was inspired by my childhood. Constantly being told never to look up at 
the sun, I would do so from time to time, seeing white and blue swirling around when I looked 
away. My design is abstract to match the cacti elements of my sculpture. I hope this sun will be 
a beacon for people to reflect and to understand and grow among one another. 
 

Ponderosa Park  
 
QINGHUI JI 
Peach and Joystick, 2024 
Acrylic Paint  

  www.offrampq.com; @offramp_qaa 
 
My sun design celebrates Sunnyvale's journey from its agricultural roots to the technological 
revolution. The city name forms an abstract 'brain' on both sides of the sun, symbolizing 
innovation. Each side features an iconic symbol: the peach represents Sunnyvale's history as 
the world's largest fruit canning city, while the CX40 joystick honors Atari and the city's role in 
the digital age. The design features a bold, cartoonish style with vibrant colors, inspired by the 
Bay Area’s graphic design style popular in the 1960s. I loved digging into the history of my city 
and remembering how this small city has made such a big impact globally. 
 

 
JULIA IVE 
The Sun Shines on Everyone, 2024 
Acrylic Paint 
www.juliaiveart.com; @artistinthebay; artsy.com 

 
The sun is an integral part of my work and paintings. I use intricate patterns and round shapes 
to convey my admiration of nature and the comfort it can give as a constant in our lives. 
We are all equal in the nature that surrounds us. Consequently, the title of my sun is The Sun 
Shines on Everyone. 

 
AMBER SMITH 
Dusk and Dawn: The Grey Wolf's Elegy, 2024 
Glass Mosaic with Colored Grout 
www.asmerakiartstudio.com; @as.meraki.art 

 
A tribute to the majestic grey wolf, a species that once thrived in California's wilds. The artwork, 
crafted from thousands of small pieces of glass, brings to life a solitary grey wolf howling at 



dusk on one side and at dawn on the other. This beautiful mosaic serves to bring awareness to 
a local keystone species that is not only endangered but is also a vital part of our ecosystem. 
 
The grey wolf's story is one of tragedy and loss. Once a thriving species, it was hunted and killed 
by farmers and ranchers who saw it as a threat to their livestock and declared extinct in 
California in 1925. However, in 2011, a lone grey wolf was spotted in Northern California, 
believed to have traveled from Northeast Oregon. This sighting marked a turning point in the 
wolf's conservation journey, and today, approximately 70 wolves are residing in Northern 
California, all listed as endangered on both federal and state levels. 
 
"Amber J Smith's 'Dusk and Dawn: The Grey Wolf's Elegy' is a labor of love.  With 174 hours of 
careful craftsmanship, this mosaic celebrates the wolf's return to California and invites viewers 
to contemplate its story. As the wolf’s howls echo through the artwork, Smith hopes that 
viewers will connect with their love of nature and be inspired to take small steps to protect it. 
This beautiful piece serves as a gentle reminder of the importance of preserving the wolf's 
habitat and protecting its population. 
  

Raynor Park 

JANETT PEACE 
YOU are Sunnyvale, 2024 
Mirror, glass mosaic and grout 

  www.Glassdivas.com  
 

When I think of Sunnyvale, I have always been impressed with its mix of heritage and 
innovation while remaining a family friendly city that welcomes visitors and residents from 
around the world. I wanted to pay homage to some of its well-known buildings and parks. But 
to me, Sunnyvale at its core is really about the people who reside there. That’s why I chose to 
put a mirror at the center, so the viewer sees their reflection in the artwork and recalls that any 
great place to live is really about the people and the effort they put in to make it that way.  
 
I have been a glass artist for many years, so it seemed appropriate to use kiln-fired, mosaic 
pieces to cover my sun sculpture. The firing of the glass allows the mosaic pieces to refract light 
on a sunny day, making the little glass powder paintings of iconic buildings and areas on one 
side and the amazing parks and open spaces on the other, twinkle and come to life.   
 
 
 



 
CAITLIN GILBERT 
Hera & Helios, 2024  
Acrylic Paint 
www.caitland.net; @caitlandz 

 
My design features the exceptional beauty of peacock feathers, while integrating them into a 
sun motif.  The name references Hera, the Greek goddess whose sacred bird is the peacock, 
and Helios, the Greek god of the sun.  
 
Peacocks hold deep cultural significance across many civilizations, symbolizing wisdom, 
creativity, and rebirth. I chose to paint a vivid feather in motion, with organic shapes billowing 
around the central sun. The feather’s eye, often regarded as a symbol of vision in various 
cultures, is enlarged and placed at the center.  
 
My painting process consisted of sanding the fiberglass sculpture, priming, sanding again, spray 
painting the background and hand painting the feather and base details with acrylic paint. I 
spent many hours up late finishing this project after work and on weekends. It was a fun and 
challenging project in which I learned many lessons about working on larger, uniquely shaped 
mediums. I really enjoyed the time spent working on this, it was a great learning opportunity 
and reason to spend many long hours in my art studio listening to music and painting.    
 

 CHRISTINE OLIVER 
California Poppies, 2024 
Acrylic Paint 
www.ChristineOliverFineArt.com; @christineoliver3588;   
www.facebook.com/ChristineOliverFineArt  

 
What is more representative of California than our poppies? They bloom each spring as the 
reliable, life-giving sun encourages the earth to spring to life. A reminder that nature is found all 
around our city. We are lucky to live in a place that welcomes art and has a sense of humor. 
Discovering these gems in our city parks will be fun for everyone! 
 
My thanks to Sunnyvale and City Council for inviting and encouraging art in our city. I used 
California Poppies and Lupins for my sun, like the utility boxes I painted at the corner of Iowa 
and Sunnyvale Avenue. They make me smile and are quintessential symbols of beauty.  
 
The rays of the sun go from yellow at the tip to red orange at the center of the sun. I used 
house paint and mixed the colors for the rays and sun and filled in the additional colors with 
acrylic paints. It took about four weeks of working in my garage with my favorite music paying.  
 
 
 
 



  

Sunnyvale Community Center 
 

 LOOKING UP ARTS - JOSH ZUBKOFF, SOMA HOLIDAY, HOSS MALLI,  
SRIKANTH GUTTIKONDA 
Solar Flair, 2024 
Cast Urethane, Epoxy, LEDs, Laser-cut Acrylic, Mirror Film, Shellac, Oil Paint 

   www.joshzubkoff.com; @jazlink; www.facebook.com/jazlink  
 
This design was inspired by the sunflower and it’s phyllotacƟc Fibonacci spiral paƩern. Covered 
with 150+ mirrored, LED components, the sun appears to be a mirrored mosaic during daylight 
hours and glows brightly at night. This phyllotactic layout creates an optical effect of 
crisscrossing spirals, which we tap into for 30+ light animations. By following simple patterns 
(such as lighting every 2nd, 3rd, 4th, LED etc.), dazzling shapes emerge. Our goal is that viewers 
light up, physically and metaphorically, as they watch the shifting center of our sun. 
 
 


