GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT PROCESS

This handout describes the process for requests to amend the General Plan, primarily

Sunﬂyva|e Public Hearing Process and Schedule brochure for more information.

about changing the land use designations of properties. See SMC Chapter 19.92 and the

THE GENERAL PLAN

The Sunnyvale General Plan is a fundamental tool in guiding the City through change
and growth. It addresses the physical development of the City and, when used together
with a larger body of City Council policies, provides direction for decision-making on
City services and resources. It is both a long-range and a strategic planning document,
containing long-term goals and policies for the next 10-20 years and strategic actions
for the next 5-10 years. As community needs and values change, the City periodically
reviews and updates the General Plan and other adopted Specific and Area Plans to
remain a realistic document to achieve the community’s vision. The City Council is the
decision-making body for any proposed amendments to the General Plan.

GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT REQUESTS

The General Plan Amendment Process is depicted on Page 2 of this handout.

In Sunnyvale, only the City Council can initiate proceedings to consider changes to the
General Plan. In order for members of the public to propose a General Plan amendment
(GPA), the Council must first determine if the proposed change is worthy of
consideration. The applicant must first submit a request for Council to initiate a
General Plan amendment (GPI). Council review of a GPI request is a limited decision
and is neither an approval nor denial of the proposed amendment. If the Council votes
to approve the GPI request, the applicant may file the GPA application. If the Council
denies the GPI request, the applicant may not proceed with a GPA application.

On December 10, 2013, the City Council adopted changes to the GPI procedures (RTC
13-295) and the review of the related GPA and development applications. Included in
these changes are the following procedures:

e GPI requests are reviewed by Council on a quarterly basis (see schedule
below).

o After GPI approval, any GPA application submitted (which may include
associated rezoning of a property) must first be reviewed by Council for a
decision before any development application may be reviewed by the required
decision-making body (typically Planning Commission).

2026 GPI SCHEDULE

PROJECT
CONSIDERATIONS
Consult with the on-
duty Planner early
about the proposal
and submittal
requirements.
Proposed land use
changes will be
reviewed for
compatibility with
the surrounding uses
and consistency with
the General Plan
goals and policies.
Carefully review the
current General Plan
designation for the
location or area
affected and
consider whether
the change would
provide a logical
progression for the
City’s development.

CLOSING DATES

In order to be
tentatively
scheduled for a
public hearing (or
PRC review for
Preliminary Review
applications),
applications must be
submitted
electronically and
fees paid at E-
OneStop by 5 p.m.

THIS SCHEDULE IS TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO
AGENDA LENGTH, APPLICATION COMPLETENESS OR OTHER FACTORS.

Closing Date Project Review Planning City Council

Online Committee (PRC) Commission Hearing

Submittals Due Comments Hearing

(by 5 p.m.**) Provided (Mondays, 7 p.m.) (Tuesdays, 7 p.m.)
January 14 January 28 April 13 May 5

April 15 April 29 July 13 August 11

July 22 August 5 October 12 November 10

October 7 October 21 January 11, 2027 | February 9, 2027

on the closing date
shown in the
schedule.
Applications missing
required information
will not be accepted.
Consult with
Planning Division
staff for required
submittal materials.

** A closing date that falls on a day that the City is not open for business will extend
to 5 p.m. on the following business day for online submittals.
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https://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov/your-government/codes-and-policies/general-plan
https://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov/business-and-development/planning-and-building/permit-center
https://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov/business-and-development/planning-and-building/permit-center

GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT PROCESS: INITIATION TO DEVELOPMENT REVIEW

General Plan Amendment Initiation
Request Filed (GPI)
(Public Hearing)

Staff reviews proposal for
appropriateness of study &
alternatives

Project Review Committee
(PRC), as applicable

Staff sends public notification
of hearings and prepares report

Planning Commission (PC) Hearing
PC makes recommendation to City
Council (CC)

Staff prepares
report

CC Hearing
CC makes
decision
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APPROVES
GPI

General Plan Amendment (GPA) Application Filed
(May include associated Rezone (RZ) and
development application)

(Public Hearing)

Staff reviews application and
submitted materials

Project Review Committee
(PRC)
Application deemed
complete
Staff conducts further
Environmental Review

Staff sends public notification of
hearings and prepares report

Application
incomplete.
Applicant submits
information
needed.

2 years to file
General Plan
Aamendment
(GPA)/Rezone (RZ)
application

PC Hearing on GPA (and RZ if included)
Application ONLY
PC makes recommendation to City Council (CC)

Staff prepares report

CC Hearing cc
CC makes APPROVES
decision (GPA) RZ

cC

Process Goal:
Varies

One-Stop Permit Center at City Hall, 456 W. Olive Ave., 408-730-7444
Building and Planning hours are 8 a.m.-noonand 1-5 p.m.
Sunnyvale.ca.gov

Associated Development
Application
(may continue to be processed
if submitted with GPA
application)

Staff sends public notification of
hearings and prepares report

Requires CC Decision Does Not Require CC Decision

PC Hearing
PC makes
recommendation to
City Council (CC)

Staff prepares
report

CC Hearing
CC makes
decision

C Hearing
PC makes
decision

Appealed

15 day decision
Appeal Period

Building Permit
Application filed
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